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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIII, Section 11 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution lays down the national health 
policy in this wise: "The State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to 
health development which shall endeavor to make essential goods, health and other social 
services available to all the people at an affordable cost."

Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) play a critical part of this health and human development 
agenda, providing front-line health services at the community level and acting as health 
educators, community organizers and primary care providers within their local villages. 
Given the dearth of doctors and nurses in rural areas, BHWs are often the first line of 
defense against illnesses, the information source for maternal and neonatal care as well as 
family planning, and also the first responders during periods of calamity.

According to latest available data, there are 219,433 active BHWs in the country spread out 
across 42,028 barangays. While some barangays have a sufficient number of BHWs, the 
barangays in far-flung rural areas have only one or two volunteers -  toiling every day to 
provide for the health needs o f the barangay residents. Yet, these BHWs are considered only 
volunteers, and the law does not prescribe a fixed allowance for them. Nor do they enjoy 
security of tenure or retirement benefits.

This Act seeks to correct that not only by prescribing a fixed monthly compensation for 
BHWs, but also by introducing a Community Health Worker Education and Training 
Program that will provide training and development programs for BHWs to develop their 
skills and acquire knowledge. The aim of this Act is two-fold: to hone and develop deserving 
BHWs into skilled medical professionals, and second, to ensure a continuous supply of 
grassroots public health workers to respond to the health needs of their communities.

The immediate passage of this measure is earnestly sought.










