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AN ACT
INSTITUTING A SCHOOL NOURISHMENT AND DIETARY PROGRAM TO 

ALL PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS PROVIDING FUNDS 
THEREFORE AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Problem of malnourishment in the country particularly among 
children has been prevalent for decades. This is evidenced by the number of 
impoverished families comprising almost 70% of the population. In the 
Nutritional Status Report by the Department of Education disclosed that a 
total of 562.262 students enrolled in the primaiy level in public schools in 
2012 have been considered "severely wasted" or suffering from severe 
malnutrition.

It has been said that malnutrition among students, based on several 
studies, reveals the effect of such condition to the learning capacity of 
pupils. Poorly nourished students have a short attention span making them 
focus less on their lessons. There is a high probability that this unfortunate 
situation is the major cause of habitual absenteeism and dropping out of 
schools.

The Department of Education in its effort to combat the problem, has 
been initiating feeding program through its Health and Nutrition Center 
(HNC) as well as partnerships with private companies and community-based 
volunteers. However, such endeavors are not enough to cover and 
continuously sustain to combat the problem of nutrition amongst the poor 
students.

It is through this situation that lead to the introduction of this 
proposed measure, which intends to address the problem by mandating the 
institutionalization of a nourishment program that will provide the supply of 
full rice meal to all public elementary students in the country.








