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ANACT
STRENGTHENING THE POLITICAL PARTY SYSTEM 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Political parties have been classically defined as an organized group of persons 
who preserve the same political ideals in a government. Ideally, since the community 
of political principles and interests bind the members of a party in the pursuit of 
their political goals, the same principles and interests command loyalty from each 
member to stick and maintain allegiance toward the group. Furthermore, in a 
situation where freedom allows the easy coalition of citizens of like interests and 
political pursuits, parties o f . distinctive political ideals and programs of action 
naturally arise rendering it difficult for a party member to move from one party to 
another without the concomitant abandonment of personally treasured ideals and 
the relearning of another . 1

Political parties in our country are normally used as political vehicles to win 
an election. Our political party system is centered on personalities rather than 
ideology and political platform. There have been many attempts to reform the 
orientation of our political parties in the past so as to veer away from the concept of 
traditional politics. Unfortunately, these attempts remain unsuccessful because of 
lack of legal institutional framework to govern system of political parties.

Hence, most political aspirants change political parties for convenience, 
rather than because of conviction. This only shows the lack of ideological 
commitment of the members of party because they choose parties based on the rise 
and fall of the tide of opportunity. "Turncoatism" should never be encouraged nor 
tolerated since it only distorts the concept of word of honor and dignity of a leader. It 
is therefore imperative that the country’s political party system should be 
strengthened in order to achieve genuine political development and democratization.

Hence, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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