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RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE TO NOMINATE WHANG-OD 

OGGAY FOR THE GAWAD SA MANLBLIKHA NG BAYAN (GAMABA) OR THE 
NATIONAL LIVING TREASURES AWARD FOR HER IMMENSE 

CONTRIBUTION IN PROMOTING AND PRESERVING FILIPINO TRADITIONAL
FOLK ART

WHEREAS, under Section 17, Article XTV, of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, the State 
shall recognize, respect, and protect the rights of indigenous cultural communities to preserve 
and develop their cultures, traditions, and institutions

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act 7335 or the Manlilikha ng Bayan Act declares: “It is 
hereby declared to be the policy of the State to preserve and promote its traditional folk arts 
whether visual, performing, or literary, for their cultural value, and to honor and support 
traditional folk artists for their contribution to the national heritage by ensuring that the 
artistic skills which they have painstakingly cultivated and preserved are encouraged and 
passed on to future generations of Filipinos”;

WHEREAS, the Gawad sa Manlilikha ng Bayan or the National Living Treasures is the 
highest honor given by the State to traditional folk artists. It is given to a citizen or a group of 
citizens engaged in any traditional art uniquely Filipino, whose distinctive skills have reached 
such a high level of technical and artistic excellence and have been passed on to and widely 
practiced by the present generation in his/her community with the same degree of technical 
and artistic competence;

WHEREAS, Whang-Od Oggay is a Filipina tattoo artist who is a member of the Butbut tribe 
from Buscalan, Kalinga;

WHEREAS, Whang-Od is considered as the oldest and last “mambabatok” or traditional 
Kalinga tattooist;

WHEREAS, for more than 80 years, Whang-Od has tattooed the warriors and women of her 
tribe and has been practicing the ancient art of tattoo called “batok”, a technique which 
involves hammering ink into the skin using the spike of calamansi tree attached to a bamboo 
stick dipped in a mixture of charcoal and water;








