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AN ACT CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH ERIES, PROVIDING FOR 
ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Owing to its natural endowments and strategic geographical location, the 
Philippines is rich in marine, costal, and freshwater resources and ecosystems 
which serve important biological and economic functions. Thus, Article XII. 
Section 2, paragraph 2 of the 1987 Constitution provides that:

“The State shall protect the nation; marine wealth in its 
archipelagic waters, territorial sea, and reserve its use 
and enjoyment exclusively to Filipino citizens.”

The Philippine archipelago is made up of more than 7,000 islands outlined by 
more than 18,000 kilometers of coastline, bordering roughly seventy percent 
(70%) of the country’s municipalities. There are about 132 principal rivers 
throughout the archipelago which drain through the coastal zone measuring 27 
million hectares. This coastline is indented with several bays and gulfs that can 
serve as natural harbours.

Constituting the country’s territorial waters is a 220-million hectare fishing 
ground, of which 193.4 million hectares are oceanic waters and 26.6 million 
hectares are in the Exclusive Economic Zone. Within it are 38,000 hectares of 
lush mangrove cover and 810,000 square kilometers of coral reefs, home to 16 
mangrove species, 488 species of coral reefs, and 1,000 fish species.

The utilization and development of these marine and fishery resources had 
been constrained by inadequate laws and the government’s lack of focused 
attention to it. In 1975, all laws and decrees affecting fisheries were revised and 
consolidated under Presidential Decree No. 704. However, the country’s fishery 
resources have been degraded, if not completely destroyed by pollution, 
unregulated gathering of fishery products, illegal fishing, and by the use of 
fishing methods and gears which irreversibly harm natural marine and fresh 
water habitats.

Among the major causes of degradation, overfishing deserves the most 
attention. This overexploitation of traditional fishing grounds inevitably 
resulted to a decline in their productivity.
























































