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AN ACT AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8 9 7 2 , OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE SOLO PARENTS’ WELFARE ACT OF 2 0 1 0 , PROVIDING FOR 
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS ON BASIC COMMODITIES, AND FO R OTHER 
PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Republic Act No. 8972, otherwise known as the Solo Parents’ Welfare Act, 
provides for the remuneration and privileges of a solo parent. Said law 
mandates the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) to assist 
solo parents through social development and welfare services such as 
livelihood development services, counseling services, parent effectiveness 
services, critical incidence stress debriefing and other special projects for 
individuals in need of protection.

Even with these privileges, double hardship still saddles solo parents. They 
perform parental duties single-handedly In the face of economic turmoil 
characterized by skyrocketing prices, poverty and massive unemployment. As 
such, there is a necessity to amend the existing law to address the financial 
concerns of solo parents amidst the economic difficulties that the country is 
experiencing.

This bill aims to provide additional support and benefits to solo parents. Such 
benefits include:

1. Ten percent (10%) discount from all purchases of clothing and clothing 
materials for the child for two (2) years from child birth;

2. Fifteen (15%) discount from all purchases of baby's milk, food and food 
supplements;

3. Fifteen (15%) percent discount from all purchases of medicines and other 
medical supplements/ supplies for the child; and

4. Basic personal exemption from individual income tax.

The enactment of this proposed measure will help lessen the financial burden 
carried by solo parents by affording them additional remuneration. Through 
this, we are assisting the solo parents to be able to provide a better future for 
their children. In view of the aforementioned, the passage of this bill is sought.
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