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EXPLANATORY NOTE

they who protected the weakness of our infancy, are entitled to our 
protection in the infirmity of their age; they who by sustenance and education 
have enabled their offspring to prosper, ought in return to be supported by that 
offspring, in case they stand in need of assistance.1

Filial responsibility statutes or the rules mandating children to provide 
support to their parents existed for over thousands of years. As early as the third 
century A.D. in Roman society, there were statutory mutual obligations of support 
and maintenance between children and parents. Ethics also dictated support of 
relatives in medieval Europe. This ethical standard developed by custom and 
usage into support laws from parent to child and, ultimately, from child to parent. 
Later, a law imposing the duty of parental support on children was incorporated in 
the Code Napoleon, the civil code enacted in the 1800s, which became the main 
influence of 19th-century civil codes of most countries of continental Europe and 
Latin America. In 1601, a relative responsibility statute enacted by English 
Parliament in 1597, which applied only to parents and children, was extended to 
additional collateral relatives.2

In the United States, 30 states have filial responsibility laws: Alaska, 
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia 
and West Virginia.

States with filial responsibility statutes take a variety of approaches to 
implementation. There are those who allow some sort of civil court action to 
obtain financial support (or cost recovery), others specify a criminal penalty for 
filial non-support, while some states allow both civil and criminal actions.

We, Filipinos, are well-known for our close family ties. Because of this, it 
is not surprising that we have the usual inclination to care for our elderly. 
However, even with this close family ties, there are cases of elderly, sick, and 
incapacitated parents who were abandoned by their own children. Nowadays, the

1 W m . B la cks to n e , Commentaries on the Laws o f England  p. 4 4 2  (1765)
2 A  co m p a ra tive  a n a lys is  o f  F ilia l R e sp o n s ib ility : Ita ly  an d  U n ited  S ta te s  by  Anna Maria De Giacomo




















