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Introduced by Senator Ralph G. Recto

AN ACT
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE MEDICAL ACADEMY, ESTABLISHING 
THE PHILIPPINE MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR

Explanatory Note

Section 12, Article XII (Social Justice and Human Rights) of the Constitution provides 
that. The State shall establish and maintain an effective food and drug regulatory system and
undertake appropriate health manpower development and research, responsive to the country's 
health needs and problems.

Various health advocate organizations claim that hospitals in rural areas in Visayas and 
Mindanao face a crisis and even imminent closure because of the lack of doctors. Even 
prestigious medical institutions find it difficult to attract fresh graduates to fill up slots for 
doctors. The government has acknowledged the reality that, indeed, the country is facing an 
alarming shortage of medical doctors and other medical professionals.

The cost of medical studies has become so prohibitive that it has become beyond the 
reach of Filipino families even those belonging to the upper middle class. In the past few years, 
the situation has been aggravated by doctors taking up nursing and leaving the country for more 
lucrative jobs abroad.

Since medical doctors constitute the core of a country's public health service system, the 
shortage of doctors severely prejudices the capacity of the government to deliver timely, 
adequate, competent and affordable medical and health care services to our people. This affects 
especially the poor who need such services but can hardly afford them.

Thus, there is an urgent need to create a steadily expanding pool of medical doctors to 
strengthen the core of our public health service system. This should be done through institutional 
mechanisms and programs that will enable a greater number of qualified and public-service 
onented young people to pursue medical education, while at the same time, effectively 
integrating them into the public health service system. In such manner, their talents would be 
harnessed within an optimum time for the benefit of our country and people.

This bill seeks to address that need by creating a Philippine Medical Academy and 
establishing a Philippine Medical Scholarship and Service Program.

The Academy shall provide the institutional mechanism for the envisioned sustained 
human resource development for the Philippine public health care system. The scholarship 
program shall provide the financial and other educational resource support mechanisms for the 
pursuit of studies in the field of medicine by deserving and qualified young people. The 
University of the Philippines, through its College of Medicine, shall serve as the institutional














