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Explanatory Note

The aceess to a wide range of information in this digital age is reached in a few clicks in 
the Internet. The Human Rights Council of the United Nations General Assembly has, in fact, 
declared that aecess to the Internet is a human right which enables individuals to "exercise their 
right to freedom of opinion and expression."1

The internet has a pivotal role in advancing economic development and improving 
quality of life. Aside from the apparent value of facilitating faster and easier eommunication, the 
benefits reaped from internet connectivity goes on and on.

The internet improves access to education by accelerating knowledge sharing and by 
providing students and teachers with the gateway to a plethora of educational resources online.

In the business seetor, the internet empowers businesses to compete on a global level. 
Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) benefit a lot from aceess to internet by reducing barriers 
to market entry. It is also essential in attaining and providing jobs, accelerating business 
development, and providing new opportunities for innovation and expansion.

The internet also allows the enhancement of disaster relief efforts by disseminating 
information online, implementing early-warning systems, and providing downloadable 
interactive eatastrophe maps to reduee the vulnerability of areas prone to disaster. These types of 
information are extremely useful for preparation due to the disaster-prone nature of our country.

However, access to the internet alone does not guarantee the realization of these benefits 
under poor and sporadie internet speed connections. The world is quickly moving towards digital 
age and, eonsequently, one of the main challenges is to get information fast through high-speed 
connections and bigger bandwidths. Thus, any party that does not connect to high-speed access is 
certainly left behind.

According to a report released by Eriesson, a multinational provider of eommunications 
technology and services, there is a significant correlation between broadband speeds and the 
impact to economic development. The report found that doubling the broadband speed increases 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 0.3%, which is a considerable impact in any economy.2
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