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AN ACT
RECOGNIZING AND STRENGTHENING ALTERNATIVE CARE OF CHILDREN, 

PROVIDING INCENTIVES TO AGENCIES PROVIDING THE SAME

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The C onstitu tion  explicitly p rovides tha t the State shall defend, am ong others:

"The right of children to assistance, including proper care and nutrition, and special 
protection from all forms of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation and other conditions prejudicial 
to their develop men tj1"

In consonance w ith  this constitu tional m andate, this bill in tends to 
institu tionalize alternative fam ily care for children as an  op tion  o ther th an  adop tion  and  
foster fam ily care.

Bearing in  m ind the subsisting gap, it is subm itted  th a t alternative fam ily care for 
ch ild ren  can add ress the issues confronting adop tion  and  foster care by creating foster 
hom es of a new  kind , w hich  can be m ade to ad ap t depend ing  on  every ch ild 's needs. 
M oreover, the creation of such hom e w here a caring fam ily thrives, ch ild ren  w ill be able 
to feel an  actual sense of security and  belonging.

W ith the creation of an  institu tion  to be nam ed as A lternative C are Agency, 
together w ith  the D epartm ent of Social W elfare and  D evelopm ent, the p ligh t of 
neglected and  abandoned  children  w ill be likew ise significantly addressed .

Respectfully subm itted .

FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

1 Section 3, paragraph 2, Article XV.












