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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (EMA), 
AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 10121, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Our country is ravaged year after year by numerous emergencies of all sorts -  from natural 
calamities like lahar flows which devastated most parts of Luzon, volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes and typhoons which routinely pummel the country every year, to man-made 
disasters like the 2013 Zamboanga Siege. This just goes to show that emergencies of one sort 
or another are a fact of life which will always pose challenges for us as a nation.

The best we can do is to be prepared and to be on the lookout in order to prevent emergencies 
from intensifying into full-scale disasters. Through this piece of legislation, the undersigned 
proposes the creation of a permanent, full-time national agency under the Office of the 
President to help the country plan and prepare for emergencies. It is proposed that this agency 
take over the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) and 
undertake disaster mitigation and preparedness measure, as well as quick response 
mechanism, which will allow us to reduce the risk of disasters, mitigate possible damage to 
life and property, initiate rapid and effective response to disasters, and effectively manage 
post-disaster recovery.

Hence, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly enjoined

ANTONI “SONNY” F. TRILLANES IV
Senator














