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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A MAGNA CARTA FOR THE POOR 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2012, 27.9% of Filipinos were living below the poverty threshold. This translates to 4.21 
million Filipino families or 23.75% of the population. Additionally, 44% of the population 
subsisted on US$2 or less a day according to international data. In the recent NSCB report, it 
shows that families must earn P5,458.00 a month to put food on the table every day. Given 
this situation, long term measures, strategies and solutions for poverty reduction should be 
put in place.

While there may be existing laws touching on the need of the poor as part of an overall 
national strategy to alleviate poverty, this proposed legislation states what is felt to be the 
basic irreducible rights of the poor as essential requirements towards poverty alleviation. 
These rights are: the right to employment, the right to food, the right to shelter, the right to 
free quality education and the right to free healthcare and medicine. These are the “minimum 
standards of decency” which the poor can demand as a matter of right and which the 
government must do as a matter of obligation.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this measure is earnestly requested.
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