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AN ACT
ENSURING THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO PEACEABLY 

ASSEMBLE AND PETITION THE GOVERNMENT 
FOR REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article III, Section 4 of the Constitution provides that u[N]o law 
shall be passed abridging the freedom of speech, of expression, or of the 
press, or of the right of the people to peaceably assemble and petition 
the government for redress of grievances F

As a necessary consequence of freedom of speech and expression, 
freedom of assembly connotes the right of the people to convene 
peaceably for consultation and discussion on matters of public concern. 
It is accorded the utmost deference and respect, and is not to be limited, 
much less denied, except on a showing of a clear and present danger of a 
substantive evil that the state has a right to prevent.1 However, this right 
is not absolute and is subject to reasonable limitations of '̂time, place, 
and manned" as may be necessary to ensure public safety, the prevention 
of disorder or crime, and other legitimate public interests.

Batas Pambansa Big. 880 (B.P. 880) or the Public Assembly Act of 
1985, enacted during the Marcos Administration, has been criticized for 
being used by authorities to conveniently Justify the dispersal of 
otherwise peaceful assemblies and rallies under the ‘Wo Permit, No 
Rally"" rule -  effectively restraining the people’s constitutional right to 
peaceful assembly.

Reyes vs. Bagatsing (G.R. No. L-65366, November 9, 1983).






















