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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Statistics from the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) indicate that 
there has been a wide mismatch between the number of estate tax returns 
filed in the past years and the total number of reported deaths, to wit;

Year Number of Deaths 
recorded1

Estate Tax Returns 
Filed2

2011 498,486 1 35,972
2012 514,745 39,893
2013 531,280 40,325

The abovementioned numbers reveal that a substantial number of 
the Filipinos may not be familiar with this type of tax as shown by the 
dismal rate of tax compliance. Besides, death in the family is marked by 
a prolonged period of grief that any mention of estate tax obligation is 
not usually observed nor commonly practiced.

1 Philippine Statistics Authority
Retrieved from: https://psa.gov.ph/content/deaths-philippines, on June 29, 2016.

2Bureau o f Internal Revenue.
Retrieved from: http://www.bir.gov.ph/images/bir-files/annual_reports/
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