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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The democratic principle requires the broadest participation in electoral and similar 
exercises by persons who have all the qualifications and none of the disqualifications 
to vote.1 Towards this end, laws have been enacted to ensure equal opportunity to all 
qualified citizens of the Philippines in the exercise of this fundamental right.

By virtue of Republic Act No. 7166, government officials and employees and members 
o f the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police are permitted 
to vote in places where they are not registered voters but where they are temporarily 
assigned to perform election duties on election day. Through the enactment of 
Republic Act No. 10380, the same exemption is extended to members of the media, 
media practitioners, including the technical and support staff who may not be able to 
vote on election day due to the performance of their functions in covering and 
reporting on the elections.

Government efforts to encourage participation in the electoral processes have also 
been directed to vulnerable sectors such as Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) and 
Senior Citizens (SCs). Republic Act No. 10366, for example, mandates the provision of 
accessible polling places exclusively for PWDs and SCs. However, despite such efforts, 
these vulnerable sectors continue to encounter difficulties as they try to exercise this 
right. The inaccessibility o f registration centers and voting precincts is only one of the 
many impediments that make the process more challenging for members o f these 
sectors. Mobility problems, which are prevalent in both PWDs and SCs, remain to be 
one of the reasons why some fail to participate in electoral processes.

According to a report from the COMELEC Elections and Barangay Affairs Department 
dated 13 January 2016, there has been a 14% decrease in the number of registered 
voters with disabilities, from a recorded 339,144 in 2013, to a total o f 292,908 in 
2016. The report further states that out o f the total number of registered voters with 
disabilities, 50,997 or almost 20% are PWD voters suffering from physical disabilities.2

1 Executive Order 157, s. 19B7.
2 "Fewer registered PWD voters fo r 2016 elections," last modified February 16, 2016, 
h ttp .7 /www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/02/16/1553628/fewer-registered-pwd-voters-2016-elections.
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