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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article III, Section 7 o f the Constitution states that it is the public’s right 
to obtain information on matters of public concern, as provided, access to official 
records, and to documents and papers pertaining to official acts, transactions, or 
decisions, as well as to government research data used as basis for policy 
development, shall be afforded the citizen, subject to such limitations as may be 
provided by law.

For the past years, public has been clamoring for the passage of a law 
that will give them full access to information and public disclosure of official 
documents. Though this august chamber never fails to heed to public's demand 
on the matter, as it pass every congress the Freedom of Information (FOI) bill 
but because of the complexities o f a bicameral congress, the enactment of such 
Important piece of legislation has always been denied. With the new 
administration's commitment to abhor secrecy and its desire for transparency to 
regain the people's trust, FOI will no longer be just a dream for the Filipino 
people.

Accordingly, an Executive Order on Freedom of Information has been 
drafted and may be ready for signing by President Rodrigo Duterte, but such will 
only apply to offices under the executive branch. I f  such is the case, an FOI law 
with broader coverage that will require all government entities, including those in 
the legislature and judiciary, to release documents detailing their transactions 
and projects.

The proposed measure seeks to mandate public disclosure of official 
documents. I t  also outlined the exceptions to such disclosures and the 
procedures for obtaining official documents.

This measure is long overdue. More than 29 years since the Filipino 
people overwhelmingly ratified our present Constitution, Congress must continue 
to strive to increase both reliability and accuracy of this aspect o f government 
and improve the rate at which our citizens exercise their "Right to Information" .
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