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In troduced by Senator SONNY ANGARA

AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING THE PANTAWID PAMILYANG PILIPINO PROGRAM (4 PS) TO 

REDUCE POVERTY AND PROMOTE HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4 Ps) is a human development measure 
that provides conditional cash grants to the poorest of the poor. As of August 2015, there are 
4.4 million active household-beneficiaries, of which 570,056 are indigenous households and 
217,359 have at least one person with disability. With an average of two to three children per 
registered household-beneficiary, the program also covers 10.2 million schoolchildren aged 
Oto 18.

In partnership with the Commission on Higher Education, the Department of Labor 
and Employment, and the Philippine Association of State Universities and Colleges, 4 Ps 
has enrolled 36,003 beneficiaries in state universities and colleges as of June 2015. 
Additionally, in partnership with PhilHealth, 4 Ps has covered 4.4 million beneficiaries under 
the National Health Insurance Program.1

Recent studies show that the program has reduced the total poverty and food poverty 
among conditional cash transfer (CCT) beneficiaries by up to 6.7 percentage points. At the 
national level, estimates show the program reduced both total poverty and food poverty by 
up to 1.4 percentage points in 2013. According to World Bank, the Philippines’ CCT program 
has grown into one of the largest and best-targeted social safety net programs in the world, 
with majority of the benefits going to the bottom 40 percent of the country’s population.2

The program, however, may be subject to discontinuance by future administrations, 
despite its promising results in reducing poverty and promoting human capital development. 
It is thus imperative to institutionalize the 4 Ps through legislation to sustain its success, 
particularly in addressing the needs of the poor.

In light of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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1 http ://w w w .gov.ph/program s/conditiona l-cash-transfer/

2 http://www.wot1dbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/02/19/worid-bank-approves-new-funding-for-philippines-
social-safety-net
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