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AN ACT
CREATING THE BEHNHAM RISE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (BRDA), DEFINING 

ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Benham Rise - a 13-million-hectare undersea plateau around 250 kilometers off the 
coastline of Aurora province - is touted to have vast natural gas deposts and mineral 
resources, such as manganese. Estimated to be a much larger landmass than Luzon, 
Benham Rise is also the natural breeding ground and habitat for several marine species 
- making it a prime fishing spot.

Discovered in 1933, Benham Rise officially became part of the Philippines in 2012 when 
the UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf ruled that under the UN 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the undersea landmass was contiguous 
with the country’s continental shelf and hence, fell under its exclusive economic zone. In 
short, it is undisputedly part of Philippine territory.

In spite of the lapse of 7 years since its award, Benham Rise remains largely 
unexplored, however. While many champion its immense benefits particularly to the 
country’s energy and food security, the underwater geographic feature needs to be 
subjected to further scientific scrutiny. Last May 2016, scientists and marine 
researchers have discovered a vast and pristine coral reef ecosystem in Benham Rise.

There is a pressing need to scale up and sustain the scientific study and exploration of 
Benham Rise. A proper inventory of the undersea plateau would surely prove crucial in 
crafting a roadmap on how the country can develop and ultimately benefit including as a 
potential energy source from the dwindling Malampaya natural gas resource. As such, 
the extensive participation of several government agencies and other stakeholders wili 
have to be coordinated meaningfully.

Hence, we propose that a Benham Rise Development Authority (BRDA), attached to the 
National Economic Development Authority (NEDA), as the lead agency in conducting 
scientific research and exploration in Benham Rise should be created immediately.

Once equipped with such information, the BRDA shall take the lead in formulating and 
implementing a development roadmap for Benham Rise, ensuring that it is aligned with 
the country’s Philippine Development Plan.

As such, swift passage of the foregoing measure is earnestly sought.

SENATOR SONNY M. ANGARA
















