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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Some 1.5 million seafarers are said to be at sea daily, spread across the 100,000 or so 
ships that facilitate much of global trade and commerce today. By some estimates, up to 25 
percent of this seaborne labor force is Filipino. In 2014 alone, the country deployed 401,826 
Filipino seafarers according to data from the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration 
(POEA). In 2015, seafarers were reported to have brought in up to US$ 5.8 billion or 22.5 
percent of the total foreign remittances the country received.

Seafarers deal with circumstances very different from mainstream or land-based 
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) and other sectors within the labor force. However, existing 
labor laws and social legislation, particularly the Overseas Filipinos and Migrant Workers’ Act of 
1996 (RA 8042) do not adequately address the needs of seafarers nor do they adhere to 
internationally recognized instruments, such as those of the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO).

In view of these considerations, it is imperative to enact a Magna Carta for Seafarers 
that promotes the welfare and protect the rights of Filipino seafarers. As a measure that aims to 
comprehensively protect the rights of Filipino seafarers, the foregoing bill aims to fill the gaps in 
legislation. In particular, this draft bill is a consolidation of all pending bills in the past 
Congresses as a result of series of consultations and technical working group sessions with 
various stakeholders and which was finally endorsed by the Maritime Industry Tripartite Council 
(MITC) in March 2015.

This Magna Carta for Filipino Seafarers seeks to ensure protection of the rights and 
welfare of Filipino seafarers. Specifically, it seeks to recognize the rights of Filipino seafarers, 
institute mechanisms for the enforcement and protection thereof, provide for compulsory 
benefits, and implement standards set by the Maritime Labour Convention.

Swift approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

SONNY ANGARA


































