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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is one of the few countries that produces the four varieties of 
commercially-viable coffee: Arabica, Liberica (Barako), Excelsa and Robusta. Climatic 
and soil conditions in the Philippines - from the lowland to mountain regions - make 
the country suitable for all four varieties. Coffee can only be grown in the band 
surrounding the equator between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn—known as the 
“Coffee Belt”. Coffee has become one of the three most imbibed drinks across the 
globe. Coffee’s popularity is also largely due to the fact that it is a soothing, flavorful 
drink that has become very easy to obtain.

Coffee farming in the country is dominated by small farmers. The average size is 1-2 
hectares (ha), with most of the farms being owned by the farmers themselves. Most of 
the farms are intercropped, such as with vegetables, coconut, fruit trees and even 
forest trees (especially in the case of Arabica coffee). There are very limited 
commercial scale plantations in the country.

Philippine imports of coffee raw, ground and unground, roasted and unroasted, 
extracts, preparations, primarily single-serve sachets) posted substantial increases 
over the past 20 years. Imports in 2011 were dominated by unroasted green Robusta, 
at 39 percent, and concentrates at 34 percent, while coffee preparations followed with 
20 percent and unroasted green Arabica with six percent.










