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Senate B ill No. 322

Introduced by Senator Cynthia A. V illa r

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A CONTINUING NATIONAL PROGRAM FOR HYBRID AND 
OTHER QUALITY SEEDS PRODUCTION, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Hybrid rice is a type of rice that has been bred from two different parents. It can significantly 
outyield other rice varieties. The International Rice Research Institute in Laguna is working 
with its partners to develop new improved hybrid rice varieties. Because hybrid rice can 
outyield other varieties of rice, it is a key technology that meets the increasing global demand 
of rice. In the 1970s, China’s hybrid rice breeding program averted an impending famine. 
Today, hybrid rice closes yield gaps evident in many areas. It also raises yield potential. 
Bountiful harvest means that farmers earn higher incomes and rice becomes available and 
affordable to more consumers.

The Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) is set to establish a P2- million rice- seed 
processing facility in Nueva Ecija to help farmers and seed growers in neighboring provinces 
have access to high-quality seeds. The facility, funded by the Korea International Cooperation 
Agency, will house advanced equipment that can process up the 2 tons of seeds per day. It is 
expected to be finished by 2017. The establishment of the facility is intended for the 
processing and distribution of high- quality seeds to Central Luzon and Pangasinan. The Phil 
Rice, quoting the studies, said the adoption of high-quality seeds can contribute a 5- percent 
to 10- percent increase in yield.

Despite the passage of Republic Act No. 3708 otherwise known as the “Seeds Industry 
Development Act of 1992”, there is still a need to promote comprehensive quality seed 
production to farmers and farmer organizations by developing and propagating quality seeds 
for them.










