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AN ACT
EXTENDING THE VALIDITY OF THE REGULAR PHILIPPINE PASSPORT 
ISSUED TO ADULT APPLICANTS TO TEN (10) YEARS, AMENDING FOR THIS 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8239 OR THE PHILIPPINE PASSPORT ACT OF 
1996

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution guarantees that our right to travel shall not 
be impaired except in the interest of national security, public safety, or public health, 
as may be provided by law.1

Accordingly, the government has the duty to issue passport or any travel 
document to any citizen of the Philippines or individual who complies with the 
requirements under Republic Act No. 8239 or the Philippine Passport Act of 1996, 
which established the guidelines for the application and issuance of passports. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) is the government agency that enforces the 
guidelines.

Long queues for passport application and/or renewal at the DFA Office have 
been a common sight. Given that there has been a steady increase of the number of 
Filipinos desiring to travel abroad, due to the increase in the deployment of our 
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) and to the increasing affordability of foreign 
travel, we foresee not only longer queues but also a backlog of passport applications 
that will take weeks and even months to process. The resulting delay amounts to an 
impairment of our countrymen’s right to travel unless effective measures are 
immediately undertaken.

To be fair, DFA has been constantly adopting measures to address the long 
queues and ease the backlogs and delays in both application and release of 
passports. Recently, DFA has provided additional frontline personnel, changed the
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