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AN ACT
PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF 

LOCAL COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIV, Section 1 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides for the right 
of all citizens to quality education at all levels and that appropriate steps should be 
taken by the government to make such education accessible to all.

Giving due importance to this constitutional mandate, a number of our local 
government units have taken the initiative to make higher education accessible to 
their constituents by establishing, through ordinances of their respective 
sanggunians, local colleges and universities (LCUs) within their territorial 
jurisdiction under the provisions of the Local Government Code of 1991 or Republic 
Act No. 7160. While the reasons behind the establishment of these LCUs on the 
part of the local government units are commendable, it has been observed that the 
absence of definite guidelines on the establishment of these LCUs (e.g. composition 
of the governing boards of these LCUs, the qualifications of the administering 
authority) has taken a toll on the delivery of quality education to the constituents it 
serve.

The attached bill recognizes the need to rationalize the creation of LCUs to 
bring about an upgrade in the delivery of quality and accessible higher education of 
these institutions of higher learning.

It is therefore recommended that the foregoing bill be approved.
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