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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE COASTAL ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM, APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Coastal environments encompass different ecosystems such as shore lands, 
mangroves, seagrass beds and coral reefs. They are among the most productive 
and biologically diverse landscapes known to man. In an archipelagic country like the 
Philippines, where over 80% of the major settlements are located within ten or 
twenty kilometers from the shorelines, coastal environments are critical and often 
dominant ecological presuppositions of economic, social and cultural life. Thus, the 
protection and proper management of coastal environments are important concerns 
of the State and are explicitly mandated by the Constitution.

The adoption of a Coastal Environment Program (CEP) is within the 
objectives, provisions, scoping and principles of the Philippine Strategy for 
Sustainable Development (PSSD), as well of the actions and agreements adopted 
by the Philippine Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) related to the pursuit 
of the objectives of the Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Sustainable Development (UNCED) and of such other protocols and treaties to 
which the Philippines has committed to abide.

I earnestly recommend the approval of this bill.
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