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AN ACT CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENT AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, DEFINING ITS MANDATES, POWERS AND 

FUNCTIONS, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution, Article XIII, Section 9 provides:

"Sec. 9. The State shall, by law, and or the common good, undertake in 
cooperation with the private sector, a continuing program, of urban land reform and 
housing which will make available at affordable cost decent housing and basic services 
to underprivileged and homeless citizens in urban centers and resettlement areas. It 
shall also promote adequate employment opportunities to such citizens. In the 
implementation of such program the State shall respect the rights of small property 
owners. "

Housing is a basic need of every individual and the mandate of the 
Constitution is firm and clear as to the importance of housing and urban 
development. However, it is daunting to know that despite the hiunongous task, the 
core legislation that creates a national policy-making body vested with the power to 
address and give high priority to the housing sector holistically is lacking. It is the 
opporhme time that we take into consideration the creation of a single department 
that will focus solely on the management of housing and urban development, 
concentrating on access to and affordability of this very basic human need for 
shelter.

Through this proposed legislation, it is with great optimism that the 
escalating housing backlog and the institutional weakening of housing agencies will 
be effectively prioritized and resolved.

The Department shall be created through the consolidation of the Housing 
and Urban Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC) and the Housing and 
Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB).
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