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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The P h ilipp ines is  one of th e  p io n eers  in  ag ricu ltu ra l in d u s try  
a n d  w ell-know n ag ricu ltu ra l co u n try  in  th e  world. Having a lm ost 32 
p e rcen t of lan d  devoted to ag ricu ltu re , th e  in d u s try  is considered  to be 
one of th e  b iggest sec to rs  in  the  c o u n try ’s econom y th a t  provides no t 
only food to people b u t  a lso  c o n trib u to r of em ploym ent. However, 
Sm all farm  h o ld ers  a n d  te n a n t  fa rm ers  have dep en d ed  m ain ly  on the  
trad itio n a l su b s is te n ce  level of farm ing  system s, w hich  re su lts  to 
g rad u a l de terio ra tio n  of th e  in d u stry .

M odernization in  ag ricu ltu re  sec to r could  re su lt  to a  m ore 
efficient a n d  m u ch  p roductive farm ing th a t  p robab ly  w ould realize to 
genera te  h igher incom e. M odernization is lo t e ssen tia l to th e  
Ph ilipp ines to be ab le to  com pete th e  tre n d  on  in te rn a tio n a l trad ing .

In sp ite  of ex tension  efforts m ade by d ifferent G overnm ent 
in s titu tio n s  a n d  N on-G overnm ent o rgan izations, th e se  fa rm ers  have 
n o t b een  able to a d a p t to new  ag ricu ltu re  technologies. Low 
in v estm en t in  re sea rch  a n d  developm ent (R&D), in ad eq u a te  
generation , a n d  ineffective tra n s fe r  of ag ricu ltu ra l technologies are  
som e of th e  p rim ary  re a so n s  w hy th e  m ajority  of sm all a n d  
m arginalized  fa rm ers  have rem ain ed  technologically  o u td a te d  an d  
econom ically  pow erless.

T his bill is  in  re sp o n se  to th e  strongly  felt need  to in teg ra te  R&D an d  
technology generation  a n d  tra n s fe r  in to  a  single co h eren t a n d  
h a rm o n io u s  n a tio n a l sy stem  ded ica ted  to th e  socio-econom ic well
being  of th e  Filipino fa rm ers  a n d  developm ent of th e  na tio n . It a im s to
























