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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Philippine Constitution, Article XIII, Section 11 thereof, states
that:

The State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive 
approach to health development which shall endeavor to make 
essential goods, health and other social services available to all 
the people at affordable cost. There shall be priority for the needs 
o f the under-privileged, sick, elderly, disabled, women, and 
children. The State shall endeavor to provide free medical care to 
paupers.

The nursing profession in the Philippines had undergone a lot of 
difficulties in the last decades. Filipino nurses received low salary, whether 
they are in private or public employment. As a result, they opt to work 
abroad because of much higher wages.

Correspondingly, a diminishing health care service in the country is 
seen as a result. With our population growing every year, there is a need to 
improve the healthcare sector and prevent the mass exodus of nurses.

This bill proposes to increase the entry-level salary for nurses and intends 
to broaden the scope of the nursing practice to comprise not only nursing 
education and nursing service but also research and leadership and governance, as 
inherent areas of the practice.

Furthermore, this proposed legislation aims to enhance the powers of the 
Board of Nursing by including the power to create task forces or committees and 
offices to better organize itself and facilitate its functions and pursue its programs.
























































