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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY OF THE OFFICE OF THE 

OMBUDSMAN BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 6770, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE OMBUDSMAN ACT OF 1989,” AND PROVIDING*

FUNDS THEREFOR

Explanatory Note

Article XI of the 1987 Constitution creates the Office of the Ombudsman and 
mandates it to act promptly on complaints filed in any form or manner against public officials 
or employees of the Government, or any subdivision, agency or instrumentality thereof, 
including government-owned or controlled corporations. As the champion of the people and 
the preserver of the integrity of the public service, its jurisdiction encompasses all kinds of 
malfeasance, misfeasance, and nonfeasance committed by any public officer or employee 
during his/her tenure of office. Republic Act (R.A.) No. 6770, otherwise known as “The 
Ombudsman Act of 1989 , was enacted to enable the Office of the Ombudsman to function 
and orgamze itself in accordance with the constitutional provisions and to exercise powers for 
the effective deterrence of corrupt activities by public officials and employees.

However, the powers provided under R.A. No. 6770 to the Office of the Ombudsman 
are not still enough to efficiently combat corruption. The investigative and prosecutorial 
powers of the Ombudsman must be broadened to enhance its ability to build solid cases 
against erring public officials and employees.

Prosecutors and investigators of the Office of the Ombudsman should be given legal 
protection and immunity from suits for acts done in line with their duties. Furthermore, there 
is a need to grant additional investigative and prosecutorial powers to the Office of the 
Ombudsman. These include the leeway to employ wiretapping in especially meritorious 
cases; the power to issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum to compel the compulsory 
attendance of any witness or the production of evidence; the authority to inquire into bank 
and non-bank accounts, records and transactions; and the power to punish for contempt. All 
these powers will enable the Office of the Ombudsman to effectively and efficiently fulfill its 
constitutionally-mandated duty.
























