
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES

First Regular Session

S E N A T E
S.B.___342 BILLS & II

Introduced by Senator Poe

AN ACT
STRENGTHENING ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS, FISHERFOLK, AND 
AGRARIAN REFORM BENEFICIARIES BY INSTITUTIONALIZING DIRECT 
CREDIT SUPPORT TO SAID SECTORS, AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3844 
OR THE AGRICULTURAL LAND REFORM CODE

Explanatory Note

Agricultural sector in other countries are successful and sustainable due to substantial 

state subsidy. In the Philippines, however, the agricultural sector has been considered the 

poor man’s sector” as workers in said sector are considered the most marginalized and 

neglected in the past years. According to the Labor Force Survey of the National Statistics 

Office, about 1.15 million Filipinos are employed in the agricultural sector as of January 

2013, the second largest group making up 30.4% of the total employed work force.

In 1995, the agriculture sector shares a relatively high value of 14.8% of the country’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, it is now one of the smallest contributor 

amounting to only 10% of the GDP.1 To further sustain the declining share of state 

investments in agriculture, the sector must be transformed into a sustainable and competitive 

one with proper management and government support, and with indispensable and wide- 

ranging reform. It is high time that the government strengthen assistance and institutionalize 

support services to the agricultural sector such as electric irrigation pumps “electrigation” 

with the renewable energy to provide power for production and processing, tractor pools.
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http://www.nscb.gov.ph/beyondthenumbers/2013/04122013jrga_agri.asp











