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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE FORFEITURE POWERS OF THE STATE, AMENDING 
FOR THE PURPOSE CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1379, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT DECLARING FORFEITURE IN FAVOR OF 
THE STATE ANY PROPERTY FOUND TO HAVE BEEN UNLAWFULLY 
ACQUIRED BY ANY PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE PROCEEDINGS THEREFOR”

Explanatory Note

The State has a right and is empowered to recover from public officials or employees, 

including their transferees or nominees, properties which were not lawfully acquired by them. 

Republic Act (R.A.) No. 1379 aims to enforce this right of the State.

Due to modem methods and sophisticated means being employed by corrupt public 

officials and employees, however, they are able to stash away unlawfully acquired properties 

within increasingly shorter periods of time, and out of the State’s reach. There is, therefore, a 

need to amend certain provisions of the law in order for the State to be fully effective in 

recovering assets stolen by public officials and employees. The Office of the Ombudsman, as 

the chief enforcer of R.A. No. 1379, must likewise keep up with unscrupulous public officers 

and employees and arm itself with the necessary powers to run after their ill-gotten wealth.

With the enactment of this bill into law, an effective deterrent will be set up to prevent 

public officials or employees from concealing, destroying or dissipating their unlawfully


















