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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN THROUGH FURTHER 
PROFESSIONALIZATION, IMPROVEMENT OF SKILLS AND AUGMENTING 
THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF ITS EMPLOYEES, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 6770, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
OMBUDSMAN ACT OF 1989, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

“Public office is a public trust” is a hallmark edict of the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution. Its significance is mirrored further in a Constitutional guarantee that “[pjublic 
officers and employees must at all times be accountable to the people, serve them with utmost 
responsibility, integrity, loyalty, and efficiency , act with patriotism and justice, and lead 
modest lives.”

Although the above precepts are laudable, the pervasiveness of graft and corruption 
remains real and rampant in the Philippines. It was noted in a report by the Commission on 
Audit that the government lost PhplOl.816 billion to graft and corruption in 2011 alone. In 
the same study, it cited that “unauthorized/irregular/unnecessary expenses, unliquidated cash 
advances, violations of the Procurement Act, underassessment/under collection, 
unutilized/ineffective projects and lack of appropriation constituted the most number of cases 
where the public coffers suffered unwarranted loss.”

The Office of the Ombudsman is mandated to investigate on its own, or upon a 
complaint by any person, any act or omission of any public official, employee, office or 
agency, when such act or omission appears to be illegal, unjust, improper, or inefficient. 
Though zealous, the men and women of the Office of the Ombudsman, themselves 
government officials and employees, are not spared from challenges brought about by 
numerous harassment suits filed against them by disgruntled respondents. Moreover, their 
personal safety and the safety of their family are at constant risk due to the high-profile cases 
they are handling.
















