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AN ACT AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9344, AS 
AMENDED, ENTITLED “AN ACT ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE JUVENILE 

JUSTICE AND WELFARE SYSTEM, CREATING THE JUVENILE JUSTICE AND 
WELFARE COUNCIL UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, APPROPRIATING 

FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2013, Republic Act ( RA ) No. 9344 was amended to include a much needed provision that 
established a comprehensive and juvenile intervention program, including creating intervention 
and support centers for children under the minimum age of criminal responsibility.

These key enhancements included mandating each province and each highly urbanized city to 
be responsible for building, funding and operating within their respective jurisdictions its own 
juvenile center or Bahay Pag-asa, which is defined as a 24-hour child caring institution that 
serves as a short-term residential care and rehabilitation for children in conflict with the law 
(“CICL”) instead of jails.

As of 2015, however, the Department of Social Welfare and Development said that only 19 
local government units so far have put up Bahay Pag-asa shelters since the signing of the 
implementing rules and regulations of RA No. 10630 or the “Act Strengthening the Juvenile 
Justice System” in 2014. Out of these 19 centers, only 13 are operational while two have yet to 
operate and two have already closed down. Moreover, only Marikina City has set up a Bahay 
Pag-asa in Metro Manila.

The Philippines is home to over 11,000 CICLs as of 2009, a number which has continued to 
rise since. These are children who deserve a second chance to become productive members of 
society through rehabilitation instead of punishment.

In order to give life to our juvenile justice laws and strengthen our country’s juvenile 
inte^ention programs through the mandatory creation of Bahay Pag-asa, the passage of this 
bill is earnestly requested.
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