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AN ACT
PUNISHING EXTRAORDINARY HEINOUS CRIMES WITH THE 
PENALTY OF QUALIFIED RECLUSIONPERPETUA, THEREBY 

AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9 3 4 6 , OTHERWISE KNOWN AS AN 
ACT PROHIBITING THE IMPOSITION OF DEATH PENALTY IN THE 

PHILIPPINES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Sections 5, provides:

SECTION 5. The maintenance of peace and order, the protection 
of life, liberty, and property, and the promotion of the general 
welfare are essential for the enjoyment by all the people of the 
blessings of democracy.

The Constitution, Article 3, Sections 19 (1), further provides:

SECTION 19. (1) Excessive fines shall not be imposed, nor cruel, 
degrading or inhuman punishment inflicted. N either shall 
death  penalty  be im posed, unless, fo r com pelling 
reasons involving heinous crim es, the  Congress 
h erea fte r provides fo r it. Any death penalty already imposed 
shall be reduced to reclusion perpetua. (Emphasis supplied)

Peace and order is a cornerstone of our democracy. And a functioning 
criminal justice system, as a key component of peace and order, should be that which 
effectively deters the commission of crime, punishes the offenders commensurate to 
their crime, and rehabilitates those imprisoned for their actions.

As a measure of retributive justice, we enacted Republic Act (RA) No. 7659, 
otherwise known as An Act to Impose the Death Penalty on Certain Heinous Crimes, 
Amending for that Purpose the Revised Penal Laws, As Amended, Other Special 
Penal Laws, And for Other Purposes, to establish our national policy to enforce 
retributive justice against those who commit heinous crimes. However, following the 
international trend towards respecting the sanctity of human life and abolition of




















