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APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Filipino cu ltu re  an d  society place great em phasis  on respec t a n d  care 

for ou r elders. The family u n it u su ally  consists  of n o t only th e  m em bers of the  

im m ediate family b u t also of g ran d p aren ts  th a t  a re  tak en  in  an d  cared  for by 

th e ir descendan ts. Unlike w estern  societies, Filipinos choose to take  care of 

th e ir elders them selves in  the ir hom es a s  a  sign of g ra titude  an d  respect.

However, there  are  rising  inc iden ts of ab an d o n m en t an d  neglect of the  

elderly in  the  country  today. This can  be a ttr ib u ted  to various reaso n s su ch  as  

the  economic reality  of spending  for the  care of an  elderly person  w hich m ay 

becom e u n bearab le  for househo lds th a t do n o t ea rn  enough, family problem s 

th a t m ay lead the  elderly an d  th e ir children to becom e estranged , an d  the  

incapability  to care for the  elderly because  of a  b u sy  schedule  or w ork rfelated 
issues.

The city of V alenzuela is a  w itness to th is  phenom enon. In 2012, th e  city 

estab lished  a  halfway hom e dubbed  a s  "Bahay Kalinga". Today, th e re  are 

cu rren tly  25 hom eless or abandoned  senior citizens receiving housing  an d  

healthcare  a t B ahay Kalinga. The hom e serves a s  a  halfway house  for the










