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AN ACT SAFEGUARDING THE TRADITIONAL PROPERTY RIGHTS OF 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Explanatory  Note

O ur indigenous peoples have suffered h istorical in justices in the  form of 
d iscrim ination , deprivation of the ir an cestra l dom ains and  lands, am ong m any 
o ther h u m an  righ ts violations. To add  sa lt to their w ounds, there  have been 
m any reported  incidences w herein  the ir indigenous knowledge, dances, designs 
^ e  being stolen by local and  foreign entities, fu rth er m arginalizing ou r 
indigenous com m unities and  depriving them  of the ir cu ltu ra l property, their 
identity  w hich h a s  been passed  on from their ancesto rs.

The law protecting  indigenous peoples’ righ ts, nam ely the  Indigenous Peoples 
R ights’ Act (RA 9371) does no t provide for specific provisions for the  protection 
of the ir cu ltu ra l properties, bo th  intangible and  tangible. It is w ith the  passage 
of th is  bill th a t th is  void is sough t to be filled.

W ith the  help of the  National Com m ission for C u ltu re  and  the  Arts, National 
M useum , National C om m ission on Indigenous Peoples and  local governm ent 
u n its , th is  bill shall create  a  com prehensive cu ltu ra l archive w hich shall 
organize an d  m ake an  inventory of all cu ltu ra l properties of the  different ethno- 
linguistic  g roups of the  Philippines. This inventory of cu ltu ra l properties shall 
th en  be subm itted  to the  Com m ission th ru  the  National M useum  who shall 
en su re  the  registra tion  of the  ow nership  to the  p roper e thno-linguistic  group 
for protection of th e ir in te llectual property. This bill also m an d a tes  the  
paym ent of royalties for the  u se  of the  cu ltu ra l property  of indigenous groups.

In view of the  foregoing considerations, approval of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator












