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Exp la n a tory Note

Following th e  d e c la ra tio n  by P res id en t A quino of a  S ta te  of N ational C alam ity  
for th e  P h ilipp ines on  11 N ovem ber 2013  or th re e  d ay s  a fte r it w as s tru c k  by 
Typhoon H aiyan  a n d  a  U S$348  m illion em ergency  a id  ap p ea l la u n c h e d  by th e  
U nited  N ations, th e  c o u n try  received sign ifican t level of a s s is ta n c e  in  th e  form 
of d o n a tio n s , b o th  in  c a sh  a n d  in  k ind . A p art from  d o n a tio n s , m edical 
p e rso n n e l a n d  se a rc h -a n d -re sc u e  te am s  w ere a lso  deployed by c o u n trie s  like 
J a p a n , S o u th  K orea, Israe l a n d  th e  US to  a id  in  th e  re lief a n d  recovery  efforts 
by th e  governm ent.

At th a t  tim e, th e  D e p a rtm e n t of Foreign Affairs s e t u p  a  co o rd in a tin g  u n i t  to 
facilita te  th e  offer of a id  from  o th e r c o u n trie s  w hile a lso  prov id ing  in fo rm ation  
or d irec ting  th e  q u e ry  to  co n ce rn ed  P h ilipp ine  ag en c ies  re la ted  to  is su e s  su c h  
a s  lan d in g  p e rm its  of a irc ra fts  b ring ing  re lief goods a n d  eq u ip m en t, v isa  a n d  
v isa  co n ce rn s  of foreign h u m a n ita r ia n  m iss io n s  a n d  e n try  of goods, m ed ic ines 
a n d  eq u ip m en t.

In o rd er to  fac ilita te  th e  ease  of flow of in te rn a tio n a l a s s is ta n c e  by foreign 
governm en ts  a n d  a id  ag en c ies  a n d  e n su re  th a t  th e  a id  being  offered is  w h a t is 
needed  on  th e  g ro u n d , th is  bill seek s  to e s ta b lish  th e  N ational D isas te r R isk 
R eduction  a n d  M an ag em en t C ouncil (NDRRMC) a s  th e  c e n tra l focal p o in t 
agency be tw een  th e  go v ern m en t of P h ilipp ines a n d  a ss is tin g  in te rn a tio n a l 
a c to rs  in  o rd e r to  p ro m o te  th e  effective fac ilita tion , co o rd in a tio n  a n d  oversigh t 
of in te rn a tio n a l d is a s te r  a s s is ta n c e . It req u ire s  th e  NDRRMC to c o n su lt w ith  th e  
local gov ern m en t u n i ts  affected  by a  ca lam ity  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  lis t of goods, 
eq u ip m en t a n d  service n eed ed  for relief a n d  recovery. A Single W indow 
In te rn a tio n a l F ac ilita tio n  T eam s (SWIFTs) is  a lso  p ro p o sed  to  be e s ta b lish e d  in  
o rd e r to co n so lid a te  a n d  exped ite  th e  legal re q u ire m e n ts  co n ce rn in g  en try  of 
in te rn a tio n a l d is a s te r  re lief a n d  p e rso n n e l, goods, eq u ip m e n t a n d  tra n sp o r t.

By provid ing  th e  m e c h a n ism s  to e n su re  th e  tim ely  a n d  efficient en try  a n d  
delivery of in te rn a tio n a l a id  a s s is ta n c e  in  th e  co u n try , it is  h o ped  th a t  
re so u rce s  availab le  will be p u t  in to  good u se . In view of th e  foregoing, 
im m edia te  p a ssa g e  of th is  bill is  e a rn es tly  sough t.
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