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AN ACT ENSURING EQUAL POWERS OF ADMINISTRATION AND 
ENJOYMENT OF COMMUNITY PROPERTY OR CONJUGAL PARTNERSHIP 
BETWEEN SPOUSES, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLES 9 6  AND 
124  OF THE FAMILY CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES

Articles 96 an d  124 of the  Family Code of the  Philippines a s  cu rren tly  w ritten 
effectively g ran t to one spouse—the h u sb a n d —the power to exercise the final 
decision in all family m atte rs  including the adm in istra tion  an d  enjoym ent of 
com m unity property  or conjugal p a rtn e rsh ip  property. R ather th a n  g ran t both 
spouses equal au tho rity  to decide, or require m ediation in cases w here there is 
no consensus, the  provisions allow society to perpe tuate  an  inequality  whereby 
a m an ’s ju dgm en t is trea ted  a s  superio r to th a t of a  w om an.

This bill seeks to en su re  th a t both  spouses have an  equal h an d  in m anaging 
m atters  of family life, by requiring the consen t of bo th  spouses in the 
adm in istration  and  enjoym ent of their jo in t property, w hether u n d er 
com m unity property  or conjugal partnersh ip . In case  of d isagreem ent, e ither 
spouse m ay bring a  case  before the  court for proper rem edy w ithout prejudice 
to an  ou t of cou rt se ttlem ent or availm ent of the  a lternative d ispu te  resolution.

In order to ad d ress  th is  ou trigh t gender bias, passage  of th is  bill is earnestly  
requested.
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