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AN ACT TOTALLY BANNING LOGGING OPERATIONS FOR THE NEXT 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory  Note

This bill seeks to p rohib it logging operations of any  kind in any forest, tim ber 
land , forest reserve, or w atershed  for the  nex t twenty-five (25) years.

D eforestation is the  conversion of forested a reas to non-forest land  u se  su ch  as 
arable land , u rb a n  u se , logged a rea  or w asteland. Historically, th is  m ean t 
conversion to g rassland  or to its artificial coun te rpart, grainfields; however, the 
in d u stria l revolution added  urban ization . Generally, th is  rem oval or 
destruction  of significant a reas  of forest cover h a s  resu lted  in a  degraded 
environm ent w ith reduced  biodiversity. In developing countries, m assive 
deforestation is ongoing and  is shap ing  clim ate and  geography.

In the  Philippines, forest resou rces have con tinued  to d issipate  th rough  the 
years. The co u n try ’s forest cover now s ta n d s  a t 7 million hectares, a s  com pared 
to the  30 million hectares th a t it u sed  to have.

There is an  u rg en t need to stop deforestation in the  country , w hich from 1990 
u n til 2000, w as a t the  ra te  of 1.4%, the  h ighest am ong the  S ou theast Asian 
nations. The benefits of en su ring  the  su sta in ab le  growth and  developm ent of 
o u r forest resource and  the  richness of o u r biodiversity are  bound less and  
canno t be offset by com m ercial progress.

In view of the  foregoing, the  im m ediate passage of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.
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