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AN ACT DECLARING FILIPINO SIGN LANGUAGE AS THE NATIONAL SIGN 
LANGUAGE OF THE FILIPINO DEAF AND THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF 
GOVERNMENT IN ALL TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING THE DEAF, AND 
MANDATING ITS USE IN SCHOOLS, BROADCAST MEDIA, AND 
WORKPLACES

E xplanatory  Note

The Filipino Sign Language (FSL) is the  n a tu ra l sign language indigenous to the 
Filipino Deaf com m unity  who developed the  language w ith its  own gram m ar 
and  linguistic s tru c tu re . The Filipino Deaf acquire  conversational skills easily 
as they in te rac t w ith the  o ther deaf in the  com m unity. According to Dr. Marie 
B ustos, a  sign language in te rp re ter an d  special education  professor a t the 
University of the  Philippines -  Dilim an, 70% of the  Filipino Deaf Com m unity 
(2015), m ostly from u rb a n  a reas, u se s  FSL an d  som e of the  schools have used  
the  Sign in E xact English (SEE) or Sign Supported  Speech, w hich are  artificial 
sign system s based  on oral an d  w ritten  English.

This law seeks to declare the  Filipino Sign Language a s  the  national sign 
language of the  Filipino D eaf an d  the  official language of the  Philippine 
governm ent in all tran sac tio n s  w ith the  D eaf It recognizes th a t  the  FSL is the 
backbone of the  Philippine deaf cu ltu re , th u s , m anda ting  its  u se  in following:

a. Public an d  private schools an d  institu tions;
b. Public an d  private w orkplaces including courts , quasi-judicial agencies, 

and  o ther tribuna ls;
c. Public h ea lth  system  an d  o ther public tran sac tio n s , services and  

facilities
d. B roadcast m edia w hich would require in te rp re te r in se ts  in new s and  

public affairs program s.

In view of the  foregoing, the  approval of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator










