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S.B. NO. 393
R i: (  K tV E I)  BY;

In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT STRENGTHENING THE PHILIPPINE COMPREHENSIVE 
POLICY ON HIV AND AIDS PREVENTION, TREATMENT, CARE, AND 
SUPPORT, REPEALING FO R THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
8 5 0 4 , OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “THE PHILIPPINE AIDS PREVENTION 
AND CONTROL ACT O F 1 9 9 8 ” , AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR

Explanatory Note

Amidst the continuous rise of hum an immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
infection, there is an urgent need for the government to reform its policy 
on the prevention and control of the disease through the passage of a 
new law. The Department of Health fears tha t the country’s total HIV 
infections could reach 133,000 in the next seven years unless the 
government undertakes m easures to promote early detection, especially 
among the youth where the disease is spreading at a fast rate.

At present, the DOH has identified eight cities—Cebu, Cagayan de Oro, 
Puerto Princesa, Quezon City, Mandaue, Paranaque, Davao, and Makati, 
tha t have already breached the 5% threshold of HIV prevalence among 
men and transgender women. As determined by the United Nations, the 
5% threshold is considered as the threshold whereby a specific area shall 
be considered as suffering from a concentrated epidemic.

Among the important provisions of the proposed measure are the 
following:

• Inclusion of representatives from local communities, civil society 
organizations, and organizations of persons living with HIV in the 
Philippine National AIDS Council as part of a  multi-sectoral approach 
in addressing the HIV epidemic;

• Requirement for local government units to implement a locally-based 
multi-sectoral response to HIV with LGUs authorized to utilize the 
Gender and Development (GAD) Funds and other sources of funding 
for HIV and AIDS education;

• In cases where a parent or legal guardian refuses to give their consent 
for any child below 15 years of age prior to testing, consent may be 
obtained from a licensed social worker in case the child is determined






































