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AN ACT TO AMEND REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8 2 3 9 , OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE “PHILIPPINE PASSPORT ACT OF 1 9 9 6 ”

Explanatory  Note

In p u rsu it of the  Filipinos’ right to travel a s  m anda ted  by the  C onstitu tion , 
C ongress enacted  Republic Act No. 8293 or the  Philippine Passport Act of 1996, 
w hich provides guidelines on the  issu an ce  of p a ssp o rts  an d  o ther travel 
docum ents.

A p assp o rt is an  official docum ent issued  for travel to foreign countries. It is a  
docum ent of identity  an d  nationality , w hich gives the  holder the  right to be 
pro tected  an d  assis ted  by the  diplom atic and  co n su lar offices of the  Republic of 
the  Philippines abroad. The p assp o rt m u s t be trea ted  w ith h ighest im portance 
an d  regard.

However, in spite of security  fea tu res, the  p a ssp o rt rem ains a t risk  of tam pering  
an d  its con ten ts forged, w hich endangers no t only the  identity  of the  victim, b u t 
also poses a  th re a t to na tional security.

This bill a im s to ad d re ss  the  dem and  for bolder defense in m anufactu ring  
p assp o rts  th rough  institu tionaliz ing  the  u se  of tam per proof p a ssp o rts  and  
adap ting  to the  la tes t d a ta  encryption technology. The bill also seeks to 
expedite the  p rocesses and  simplify the  requ irem en ts necessary  for the 
issu an ce  of p a ssp o rts  by the  D epartm ent of Foreign Affairs, providing for 
special p rocedures to a ss is t the  p assp o rt applications of the  illiterate, senior 
citizens an d  persons w ith disabilities.

In light of the  foregoing, the  im m ediate passage  of th is  m easu re  is sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator








































