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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN OFFICIAL FILIPINO VERSION OF THE 
PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION AND ITS TRANSLATION INTO MAJOR 
REGIONAL LANGUAGES, ARABIC, AND SPANISH, APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XI'V, Section 8 of the  1987 C onstitu tion  s ta te s  th a t  the  C onstitu tion  
shall be prom ulgated  in Filipino and  English an d  shall be tran sla ted  into 
m ajor regional languages, Arabic, and  Spanish . The foregoing constitu tional 
m andate  is in fu rtherance  of the  constitu tional declaration  u n d e r Section 7 
of Article XIV th a t  the  official languages of the  Philippines are  Filipino and, 
un til otherw ise provided by law, English for pu rposes of com m unication and  
instruction .

The C onstitu tion , being the  h ighest law of the  Philippines w here the 
fundam ental righ ts of the  people an d  the  form and  s tru c tu re  of governm ent 
are  basically con tained , m u st be understood  by the  ord inary  people in h is 
own language an d  dialect. However, it h a s  been observed th a t the 
C onstitu tion  is w ritten  in one official language only, English. A lthough it is 
known th a t som e tran s la tio n s  in regional languages were w ritten  in the 
fundam ental law, these  were never d iscussed  in the  1986 C onstitu tional 
Convention. Moreover, a lthough  there  w as an  ad  hoc Filipino version, th is 
w as apparen tly  appended  to the  English version m uch  la ter th a n  the 
ratification of the  C onstitu tion  in its English form. In o ther words, twenty- 
seven (27) years have passed  since the  ratification of the  C onstitu tion , there 
is still no official version of the  C onstitu tion  in Filipino or in o ther languages 
specified therein .

This bill, therefore, seeks to provide for an  official Filipino version of 
the Philippine C onstitu tion  and  its tran sla tio n  into m ajor regional 
languages, Arabic, an d  Spanish . U nder the  proposed m easure , the 
Komisyon sa  W ikang Filipino (KWF) is designated  a s  overseer and  
coordinator in the  im plem entation. The KWF shall u n d ertak e  the writing, 
publication, an d  d issem ination  of the  official Filipino version of the 
Philippine C onstitu tion  an d  its tran sla tio n  into m ajor regional languages, 
Arabic, an d  S pan ish  an d  shall exercise su ch  o ther functions as m ay be








