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E xplanatory  Note

Section 5, Article 3 of the  1987 C onstitu tion , also know n a s  the  Bill of Rights, 
recognizes th e  “free exercise and  enjoym ent of religious profession an d  w orsh ip .”

The Iglesia nl Cristo w as founded in the  Philippines by Felix Y sagun M analo and  
w as registered by the  Philippine G overnm ent on Ju ly  27, 1914. From  its first 
local congregation in Punta , S a n ta  Ana, the  C hurch  h a s  expanded to m ore th a n  
5000 congregations in 100 coun tries and  territories.

This bill seeks to recognize th e  im m easurab le  con tribu tion  of the  Iglesia n i Cristo 
to the  Philippine society by declaring Ju ly  27 of every year a s  a  special n o n 
working holiday th ro u g h o u t the  Philippines.

In view of the  foregoing considerations, the  passage of th is  bill is earnestly  
sought.
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