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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT ENSURING EQUALITY BETWEEN SPOUSES IN THE 
CLAIMING OF ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION FOR QUALIFIED 
DEPENDENT CHILDREN, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTIONS 
79(F)(1) AND 79(F)(2) OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8 4 2 4 , OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE TAX REFORM ACT OF 1997

Explanatory  Note

W ith 40% of wage and  salary  w orkers being wom en and  78% of the 
estim ated  8.3 million working wom en in full-tim e occupations, the 
partic ipation  of wom en in the  coun try ’s labor force is now significant. 
U nfortunately, the  c u rre n t National In ternal Revenue Code of 1997 h as 
yet to m irror th is  reality since it designates autom atically  the  h u sb a n d  as 
head  of the  family and  a s  proper c la im ant of additional exem ption for 
qualified dependen t children u n less  he explicitly issu es a  waiver in favor 
of h is wife.

This m easu re  p roposes to am end sections 79(F)(1) and  79(F)(2) of the  Tax 
Reform Act of 1997 by rem oving the  au tom atic  designation of h u sb a n d s  
a s  head  of the  family and  a s  proper c la im ant of the  additional exem ption 
for qualified dependen t children. It proposes th a t e ither spouse m ay 
claim  the additional exem ption on condition th a t the  spouse of the  
c la im ant explicitly issu es a  waiver foregoing the  tax  benefit in favor of the 
claim ant.

In view of the  foregoing, passage  of the  bill is earnestly  requested .




