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AN ACT EXPANDING THE COVERAGE OF THE DEFINITION OF THE CRIME 
OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT TO INCLUDE UNWANTED TEXT MESSAGES, 
ELECTRONIC MAIL OR COMMUNICATIONS, OR OTHER SIMILAR MEANS, 
AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED SEVENTY 
EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
"SEXUAL HARASSMENT LAW”

E xplanatory Note

This bill seeks to expand the  m edium  of com m unication by which dem ands 
and  requests  for sexual favors constitu ting  ac ts  of sexual h a rassm en t, are 
defined u n d e r RA 7877, otherw ise know n as the  “Sexual H arassm en t Law.” 
E nacted  in 1995, th is  is a  lan d m ark  law providing a  com prehensive policy and  
legal fram ew ork for the  recognition of the  problem  of sexual h a ra ssm e n t and  
penalizing p erpe tra to rs of said crim e. Since its enac tm en t a lm ost 15 years ago, 
there  h a s  been an  unpreceden ted  expansion  in electronic and  
telecom m unications su ch  a s  cellu lar phones, text m essaging, in te rne t and  
electronic m ail. D ata from the  National Telecom m unications Com m ission (NTC) 
show s th a t a s  of 2015, there  are  a round  42.6 million subscribers of in te rnet 
services and  according to the  B usiness Monitor In ternational, the  nu m b er of 
telecom m unication subscribers in the  Philippines is expected to reach  117 
million by the  end of 2016. Such  m odern form s of com m unication are widely 
u sed  today and  have been a  com m on m edium  of w ork-related and  personal 
com m unication .

Like trad itional form s of com m unication, these  new  form s of com m unication 
can  be u sed  to convey m essages th a t a re  vulgar, sm utty , sexist a s  well a s  p u sh  
for, dem and, or request, for sexual favors. This bill am ends Section 3 of RA 
7877 by expanding the  coverage of sexual h a ra ssm e n t ac ts  to include sending 
SMS m essages, electronic m ail, in te rne t ch a t and  o ther sim ilar m eans of 
conveying m essages via electronic com m unication th a t constitu te  sexual 
h a ra ssm e n t u n d e r the  said  law.

In view of the  foregoing, the  im m ediate passage of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.
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