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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL POLICY ON STUDENTS’ RIGHTS AND 
WELFARE

Explanatory  Note

This bill seeks to g uaran tee  s tu d en ts  th e ir righ t to quality  education , freedom, welfare 
services, am ong o thers  an d  to p ro tect them  from discrim ination, in  accordance w ith 
the  righ ts an d  freedom s accorded by the  1987 C onstitu tion  an d  in te rna tiona l h u m an  
righ ts agreem ents.

Recognizing th a t  education  is a  righ t an d  as  su ch  it can  only be exercised an d  enjoyed 
fully in  a  clim ate w here the  righ ts an d  welfare of s tu d en ts  an d  the  y o u th  are prom oted 
an d  protected, th is  proposed m easu re  enu m era tes  the  following righ ts of the  s tuden ts:

a) Right ag a in st d iscrim ination;
b) Right to com petent in s tru c tio n  an d  relevant quality  education;
c) R ight to  organize;
d) Right to estab lish  a  s tu d en t council/governm ent;
e) Right to pub lish  a  s tu d en t new spaper;
f) Right to adequate  welfare services;
g) Right to be rep resen ted  in  the  h ighest policy-m aking body of the  school;
h) Right to access to inform ation;
i) Right to freedom  of expression;
j) Right to academ ic freedom;
k) Right to due process;
l) Right ag a in st illegal searches an d  seizures; and
m) Right to privacy.

The D epartm ent of E ducation  (DepEd), the  Com m ission on Higher E ducation  (CHED), 
an d  the  Technical E ducation  an d  Skills Developm ent A uthority (TESDA) are bestow ed 
w ith necessary  pow ers to investigate an d  im pose adm inistrative sanc tions on schools 
th a t  shall violate these  rights.

S tu d en ts  are im p o rtan t m em bers of society, n o t only because  of the ir potentia l role as  
leaders of the  country , b u t because  of the ir role as  ca ta ly sts  for developm ent and  
effective change. They have tak en  an d  are continuously  tak ing  proactive partic ipation  
in the  p u rsu it of social equality, dem ocracy an d  ju s tice . We should  therefore ensu re  
th a t  th e ir righ ts an d  welfare are prom oted an d  guaran teed .

In view of the  foregoing, the  passage  of th is  significant piece of legislation is earnestly  
sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator






















