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AN ACT TO PROMOTE THE PRODUCTION, PROCESSING, MARKETING AND 
DISTRIBUTION OP MORINGA OLEIFERA LAMK, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
MALUNGGAY, MANDATING THE CREATION OF A FRAMEWORK FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

E xplanatory Note

This bill seeks to sp u r the  production , processing, m arketing, an d  d istribu tion  of 
m alunggay in su itab le  a reas  of the  country  in order to acquire the  benefits of the 
exceptionally n u tritio u s and  productive b u t underu tilized  tropical crop locally 
know n a s  m alunggay.

M alunggay is one of the  m ost usefu l tropical trees. The relative ease with w hich it 
p ropagates th rough  both  sexual and  asexual m eans and  its  low dem and for soil 
n u tr ie n ts  and  w ater after being p lan ted  m akes its p roduction  and  m anagem ent 
easy. Among o ther u se s  of the  m alunggay as outlined by the  paper entitled  “The 
potential o f Moringa Oleifera fo r  Agricultural an d  Industrial U ses” w ritten by Foidl N., 
M akkar H.P.S. and  Becker K. from N icaragua in 2001, m alunggay’s young leaves are 
edible and  are comm only cooked and  eaten  like sp inach  or u sed  to m ake soups and  
salads. They are an  exceptionally good source of provitam in A, v itam ins B, and  C, 
iron, and  the  su lphur-con ta in ing  am ino acids m ethionine and  cystine. The dry seeds 
can  be ground to a  powder and  u sed  for seasoning  sauces while the  roots from 
young p lan ts  can  be dried and  ground for u se  as a  ho t seasoning  base.

There is a  need for legislation to institu tionalize the  production , processing, 
m arketing , and  d istribu tion  of m alunggay th rough  a  su sta in ab le  fram ework for 
developm ent. This bill seeks to do ju s t  th a t by task ing  the  D epartm ent of 
A griculture, in consu lta tion  w ith the  D epartm ent of Trade an d  Industry , D epartm ent 
of E nvironm ent and  N atural R esources, farm er’s group, local governm ent u n its , and  
the  private sector, to form ulate a  five-year Fram ew ork for Developm ent th a t shall 
serve as guide to the  form ulation and  im plem entation of p lans, program s and 
projects for the  production, m arketing , processing, and  d istribu tion  of m alunggay 
for food, m edicinal, health , and  com m ercial needs.

A M alunggay Developm ent Fund (MDF) is being estab lished  to provide for the  
funding requ irem ents for the  production , m arketing, and  processing of m alunggay, 
w ith an  initial am o u n t of Five H undred  Million Pesos (P500,000,000.00) to be taken  
from the existing budget of the  D epartm ent of Agriculture.










