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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT PRESERVING THE COUNTRY’S TRADITIONAL FOLK ARTS AS 
PART OF ITS INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8 4 9 2 , OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
“NATIONAL MUSEUM ACT OF 1 9 9 8 ” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

E xplanatory Note

Republic Act No. 8492, otherw ise know n a s  the  National M useum  Act of 1998 
w as enacted  into law las t February  12, 1998. The law w as enacted  to re 
estab lish  the  National M useum ’s m an d a tes  to acquire, docum ent, preserve, 
exhibit and  foster scholarly study  and  appreciation  of w orks of a rts , specim ens 
and  h istorical artifacts. It also aim s to su s ta in  the  cu ltu ra l developm ent of the 
Filipino people th rough  the  preservation , enhancem en t and  advancem ent of 
our n a tu ra l cu ltu re , founded on the  principle of un ity  in diversity th rough  free 
a rtistic  and  in tellectual expressions.

The conservation an d  tran sfe r of cu ltu ra l heritage in the  Philippines h a s  been 
expressed th rough  the  co u n try ’s various trad itional folk a rts , via its  M anlilikha 
ng Bayan and  Schools of Living Tradition program s. This follows the  second 
approach  advocated by the  United N ations E ducational, Scientific and  C ultu ra l 
O rganization (UNESCO) in ensu ring  the  tran sm iss ion  of such  valuable 
knowledge to the  younger generation.

This m easu res seeks to am end  Section 16 of Republic Act No. 8492 th a t will 
require  the  regional m u seu m s to serve a s  venues in ensu ring  the  conservation 
and  preservation  of the  co u n try ’s trad itional folk a rts .

In view of the  foregoing, the  passage of the  said m easu re  is earnestly  requested .

iREN LEGARDA
Senator






