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AN ACT PROMOTING SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION TECHNOLOGIES 
AND APPROACHES FO R SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT IN THE 
PHILIPPINES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory  Note

The D epartm ent of A griculture’s B ureau  of Soils and  W ater M anagem ent 
estim ates th a t 45% or a round  13 million hectares of arab le  land  in the  
Philippines are  e ither m oderately or severely eroded due to m assive 
deforestation an d  adoption of u n su s ta in ab le  land  m anagem ent p ractices in the  
u p lan d  areas, fu rth er com pounded by the  u n ab a ted  u se  of “u re a ” in m odern 
farm ing. The w idespread u se  of the  la tte r h a s  led to ac tu a l soil degradation  -  
com m only know n a s  soil m ining, leading to lower ag ricu ltu ral o u tp u t despite 
the  application of m odern farm ing practices. Land degradation  in the  coun try  
h a s  affected m ore th a n  33 million Filipinos and  is likely to con tribu te  to 
w idespread an d  severe poverty in the  ru ra l areas.

The 2012 Yearbook of the  United N ations Environm ent Program m e (UNEP) 
highlighted how land degradation, particu larly  soil erosion, w as believed to 
have w orsened the  im pact of clim ate change th rough  the  release of carbon 
previously stored in the  soil. O rdinarily, soil sto res large am o u n ts  of carbon 
w hich b inds the  n u tr ie n ts  found in the  ground, an d  allows rainfall to flow 
tow ards the  underg round  aquifers. This suggests th a t if the  u n su s ta in ab le  land  
m anagem ent practices continue, m ore carbon will be released to the 
a tm osphere, th u s  adding  to the  carbon  produced by the  bu rn ing  of fossil fuels.

In th is  light, th is  m easu re  seeks to suppo rt S usta inab le  Land M anagem ent 
(SLM) program s for livelihood im provem ent, particu larly  th a t of u p lan d  farm ers 
and  indigenous peoples, and  for the  prevention of land  degradation.

The salien t fea tu res of the  bill a re  as follows:

(a) E stab lishm en t of the  National Soil and  W ater C onservation Program  
w hich shall fom ent synergy betw een agricu ltu ral productivity 
im provem ent and  su sta in ab le  land  m anagem ent th rough  the  prom otion 
and  im plem entation of soil an d  w ater conservation technologies and  
approaches;
















