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AN ACT PUNISHING THE WILLFUL FAILURE TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT

E xplanatory Note

It is the prim ary responsibility  of the  S tate  to prom ote the  righ ts of ch ildren  to 
survival, developm ent an d  special protection of th e ir well-being. Children coun t 
on their p a ren ts  for m aterial, educational and  m edical su p p o rt necessary  to 
become productive m em bers of ou r society.

The ac ts  pun ished  in Republic Act No. 7610, as am ended, otherw ise know n as 
the Special Protection of Children A gainst Child Abuse, Exploitation and  
D iscrim ination Act, an d  Presidential Decree No. 603, a s  am ended, otherwise 
known as the  Child an d  Y outh Welfare Code, fail to include the  willful failure to 
pay child support.

The S tate m u st pro tect an d  defend the  right of ch ildren  to child support, and  
paren ts m u st be responsible  for their children. A law pun ish ing  the  willful 
failure to pay child su p p o rt m u st therefore be enacted.

In view of the foregoing, early passage of th is  bill is earnestly  requested .
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